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PRISTINE PLACE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
by Carol Prible

Barcodes 

Since this article was written before our January meeting I 

want to go over this important message. 

In December, a letter was mailed to all the residents 

informing everyone that the board would be voting on the 

removal of the fob reader in the St. Ives gate (main gate), in 

January' board meeting.  

For years we have been having problems with the traffic 

back up in that gate and this is due to two reasons. One, 

vendors don't have bar codes and two, residents don't give 

their visitors their directory codes. 

As a result, people stand at the gate, pressing numbers 

hoping someone will let them in and that is exactly what 

happens. A resident frustrated that they are behind 

someone who cannot get in, gets out of their car and use 

their fobs or club card to open the gate and let them in. 

Allowing strangers to enter our community, with no idea 

who they are or who they are here to see. 

Removing the fob reader at St. Ives will stop residents 

from allowing unprepared/unannounced visitors to enter 

our community, but we plan to put fob readers on the other 

gates for our residents' convenience. Residents with bar 

codes or fobs will be able to come in thru all gates. The St. 

Ives gate, will be mainly for visitors and vendors.

Also, to help control the traffic back up, residents will 

have to put the barcodes on their cars, hand held barcodes 

will no longer be allowed. To ensure that this is done, 

Doris or a board assigned person will be putting the 

barcodes on the cars at the time of purchase. 

Vendors will have to purchase a bar code and to help with 

that process, Doris and I will be at the main gate and have 

them fill out a form and sell them the bar codes. We feel 

that they make enough money from all of us that they can 

afford to get a barcode. 

PRESIDENT
Carol Prible x 631-835-3055
cherishbuffy@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Bill Dyer  x 650-9988

billfdyer@bellsouth.net

TREASURER
Dan Lowe  x 688-8592

danlowe1943@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Virginia Gange x 600-9334
bestauntgin@yahoo.com

DIRECTOR
Ken McDonald  x 845-568-7718
kennethbmcdonald@aol.com

GREENACRE PROPERTIES, INC.
4131 Gunn Hwy.

Tampa, Florida 33618

Phone 1-800-304-0084
(813) 600-1100 Ext. 154

Direct Line (813) 936-4154

Community Manager
Mike Spall, CAM

email:mspall@greenacre.com

Note: Please report
all damages, deed restriction 

violations, etc. to
Property Management

Newsletter available online 
www.pristineplace.us

con’t. on page 5
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We also want to update our system. We need everyone to Gates:

provide Doris with the plate number of all their cars with A few of our residents have been having issues with the 

bar codes or not. We need to stop residents from entering Mansfield gate. We are not sure what is wrong. Please be 

our community thru the exit gates. This is very dangerous patient, the problem is being worked on. Residents will 

and could cause a serious accident. Residents caught doing see the gate open from time to time while the problem is 

so will be fined and visitors will be charged with being worked on, this will prevent traffic back up at the 

trespassing. gate. Dan Lowe now oversees all our community gates.

Clubhouse: Gate House:

I would like to welcome and thank Dave Epler for taking Some of you may have notice that the gate house had a 

the position as the new clubhouse manager. I also would face lift. Dan Lowe and I worked very hard on the gate 

like to welcome to clubhouse committee, new members, house. We pressure washed, removed and sprayed for 

Charlie Quit, Wayne Saunders, Ron Klewer and Rich bugs both inside and out, painted the pillars and the doors, 

Ruland. They all have a background in construction. changed the light bulbs to yellow to prevent the bugs from 

Thank you gentlemen for joining and offering to help nesting in the lights.  Thank you Dan, for your help. 

maintain our clubhouse. I also want to thank Mel Haines Curbs:

and Ed Sferratore for staying on the committee.   With the If anyone would like their number put on their curb, please 

help of these gentlemen, we hope to redo the clubhouse see Doris at the club house to set up an appointment. The 

bathrooms soon and many other necessary up keep. cost for this is $15.00 which goes to the H.O.A. 

I want to thank Shawna Frazier and Jeanne Hall Quit for Important 

their interest in joining and heading the Social and Please be aware that your garbage can be put out the 

decorating committee. For years the social committee has night before it is to be picked up.  If we see it out before 

been arranging events for the children and residents of this than you will be fined. This is in our Documents.  

community and I think it's a very important part our Christmas Light Contest 

community to have these events, it allows our children to First prize goes to 13452 Satin Wood Court $100.00 

enjoy themselves in a safe environment and for residents to gift card. 

get to know one another. I hope to announce both soon and Second Prize goes to 1336 Newcastle Ave $50.00 gift 

hopefully we get a few more people to join and help with card. 

this committee. I would like to see the committee flourish.  Third prize goes to 3401 St Ives Blvd.  $25.00 gift card

Landscaping: Thank you for decorating your homes.  They looked 

Ken McDonald and Curtis Andrews are working with the beautiful.  

landscapers to make sure the sprinklers are all in good Final Message from me 

working condition. We also want to see more spraying for A special thank you to Carol and Rich Ruland, Ron and 

bugs and fertilizing for the center grass on St Ives. Bernie Klewers for decorating the gates for Christmas.  

Arrangement will be made to fix the problem in that area Dan Lowe for going out of his way to help with the gate 

and start treatment for weeds, before we put any more house. Peggy Eller for taking over the club house rentals 

money into replacing the grass. while I was away. 

CERT: I will be at the club house every Wednesday night from 

The CERT committee is important for our community, if 6:30 to 8 pm if you would like to talk to me for any reason, 

there is a disaster they are the ones to help us.  The lack of I would be very happy to meet you. If you have any 

volunteers for this committee has caused us to dissolve the questions or ideas on how to make Pristine Place a better 

committee.  We need people for Cert, please call me at place to live please come and see me.  

631-835-3055, if you are interested in volunteering for this Happy Valentine's Day  

committee. Thank you.  



2/17
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~ DATES TO REMEMBER ~

February
2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ground Hog Day

12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lincoln’s Birthday

14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Valentine’s Day

20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presidents’ Day

22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Washington’s Birthday

CLUBHOUSE COMMITTEE
Dave Epler

The clubhouse committee is 
working on the bathroom 
remodel project which we 
would like to start in about 90 
days. We are always looking 
for suggestions for clubhouse 

improvements. Please call me at 352-201-2555 or email 
daveepler@gmail.comwith any suggestions comments 
or concerns. 

no lost and found.

Clubhouse Rentals and chair rentals---contact Carol 
Prible at 631-835-3055.

Eureka Deluxe Enviro Hard Surface Steamer, $50.00 

Eureka Wide Track Superlite, Bagless, Upright 

Vacuum, $50.00 

Call 683-2160 

32'' Sony Flat Screen T.V.  $75.00. 

Call 352 683-5001

White bedroom set. Bed with mattress, dresser with 

mirror, and desk. Paid $1600 Asking price:$925 

Dining Table with 6 chairs and a China cabinet. Paid 

$1800. Asking price: $950 

Please leave a message and I will return your call for 

appointment. 352-428-3787

FOR SALE
All For Sale items run for 2 issues. If any item remains unsold after that period, 
email pristinenews@tampabay.rr.com by the first of the month. Please email 
if your item sells before the second month listing comes out in order to make 
room for other ads. There is no charge to Pristine Place residents for ads. When 
sending email specify For Sale Item in the subject line. We do not list  yard or 
moving sales, only individual items. PLEASE DO NOT SEND IN ALL CAPS.

1040F
o

rm

U.S. Individual Income Tax Return

Salvatore Rotella

(99)  Do not write or staple in this space.

My fees can be deducted from your refund!

E-Advances and E-loans Available*
*Bank approval required; interest and bank fees apply

Free Pick Up and Delivery (352) 232-1983
All Major Credit Cards Accepted!

Individual - Business - Corporate - Out of State Returns

Tax Consultant    Bookkeeper    Payroll

4/17
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Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am
ACC 7pm

Inputs, Comments, Questions & Ads
Email to pristinenews@tampabay.rr.com

or call 352-688-5203

P  IST  NE news

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The Board of Directors usually meet on the THIRD 
Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at the clubhouse. The 
agenda for the Board of Directors meeting will be 
posted 48 hours in advance.

The Architectural Review Committee meets the 
SECOND Wednesday of each month at 7 pm at the 
clubhouse.

Neighborhood Watch meets on the LAST Thursday 
of the month at 7 pm at the clubhouse. Contact Virginia 
Gange at 516-697-6095 or Angela Murphy at 428-
0335.

Clubhouse Committee meets on the SECOND 
Monday of each month at 11 am. Contact Dave Epler at 
352-201-2555

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

Mexican Train: If you want to join the fun 
playing Mexican Train, every Tuesday at 10:00 
am, contact Rosalie Montemagno at 200-6481

Aqua Aerobics: Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 10:00 am  
contact Rosalie Montemagno at 200-6481

Low Impact Exercise: Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 10 am contact 
Gaile Dyer at 683-2678

Social Events: Contact Maria Maggiore at 688-6569

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am

Mexican Train 10:00 am

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am

Mexican Train 10:00 am

Neighborhood
Watch 7 pm

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am
Clubhouse Comm. 11 am

Mexican Train 10:00 am
BOD Meeting 7 pm

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am

Mexican Train 10:00 am

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am

Exercise 10 am
Aqua Aerobics 10:00 am
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Please Patronize 
Our Advertisers

without them this newsletter 
wouldn’t be possible!

Please Patronize 
Our Advertisers



Please forgive us if there are any errors in names or dates, it is not intentional. 
Please contact Bill Dyer to correct this error for future issues.
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Anniversaries

Birthdays

2/2 Emery & Regina Ailes 2/12 Naveen & Lakshmi Kolli 2/21 Leonard & Irene Angello
2/2 Hubert & Marilyn Harmon 2/14 Daniel & Cheryl Campbell 2/21 Eric & Italia Wey
2/4 Frank & Alicemarie Kennedy 2/14 David & Jennifer Finch 2/22 Jeries & Maureen Alnemat
2/5 James & Patricia Dodge 2/14 Mike & Jamie Grant 2/22 Anthony & Laura Kanaris
2/10 Ruben & Ana Aguayo 2/18 Edwin & Sally Ann Toppin 2/26 Ken & Janet Warta
2/10 Scott & Kris Ruthford 2/19 Bob & Carole Kearley 2/27 Tracy & Leann Ward
2/11 Alan & Joy Ray 2/19 James & Celeste Sotiropoulos 2/28 Rick & Dyan Keegan

2/1 Fran Christos 2/9 Alicemarie Kennedy 2/14 Jennifer Harris 2/22 Kilani DeWit

2/1 Jean Miller 2/9 Angie Bierwiler 2/14 Jim O'Rourke 2/22 Mark McCusker

2/1 Kaylee Johnson 2/9 Anne Cheverino 2/14 Katie Sapp 2/23 Jennifer Vilardi

2/1 Pierre Richard 2/9 Blake Undestad 2/16 Mary Sciorra 2/23 Jim Walton

2/1 Tuan Nguyen 2/9 Jeri Braun 2/16 Patrick Garrett 2/23 John Rzechula

2/2 Cheryl Coyle 2/9 Lou Lessner 2/17 Carolyn Harris 2/23 Jordyn Ranfone

2/2 Dianna Roby 2/9 Maria Laskoski 2/17 Emma Bladgett 2/23 Phil Himebaugh

2/2 Theodore Nguyen 2/9 Sally Ann Toppin 2/17 Gayle Clark 2/24 Adam Kruszynski

2/2 Yusuf Shuayb 2/9 Sherry Abel 2/17 Phyllis Cain 2/24 Brian Watkins

2/3 Betty Jones 2/10 Chantelle Milledge 2/17 Rosanna Arce 2/24 Jeris Walters

2/3 Frank Sciorra 2/10 Chris Lamia 2/18 Anna Camacho 2/25 Carol Ruland

2/3 Kaylyl Headen 2/10 Hannah Majka 2/18 Anna Mac Arthur 2/25 Ivan Cohen

2/4 Brian Cole 2/10 Jimmy Baxter 2/18 Arjun Malhotra 2/25 Jenny Amazan

2/4 Marion Dorman 2/10 Priscilla Bouman 2/18 Bharat Malhotra 2/25 Richard Curtis

2/6 Jackie Massie 2/10 SJ "Dick" Williams 2/18 Linda Lee 2/25 Tracy Renke

2/6 John Heinrich 2/10 Tom Glodzik 2/19 Alyssa England 2/26 Edwin Page

2/6 Maaz Ali 2/11 Bogie Panochko 2/19 Carol Corbisiero 2/26 Olivia Campbell

2/6 Steve Swicord 2/11 Ethan Morales 2/19 Dawn Albanese 2/26 Scotty Bierwiler

2/7 Doris Bareis 2/11 Jody Garrett 2/19 Janet Fehlhaber 2/27 Ariel Thomas

2/7 Jim DeLuca 2/12 Ernie DeVenecia 2/19 Kaylea Mulvill 2/27 Dave Rizzo

2/7 Nino Urso 2/12 James Eurell 2/20 Craig Vargo 2/27 Vivian Keating

2/7 Robert Hess 2/13 Alicia Sirico 2/20 Doreen Yagasits 2/28 Arlene Mullen

2/7 Roger Wendrzycki 2/13 Collin Kellner 2/20 Max Adam 2/28 Neil Rasmussen

2/8 Cindi Sierak 2/13 Dung Quach 2/20 Urbi Sahay 2/28 Nicholas Lamia

2/8 Danielle Martin 2/13 Irene Jackson 2/21 Andrew Ranfone

2/8 Gavin Abbadessa 2/13 Leonard D'Ambrosia 2/21 Karen Bruno

2/8 Lauren Sirico 2/13 Martin Colleran 2/22 Dawna Aguiar-Falato



Board of Directors’ Meeting

Tuesday, February 21

 7:00 pm 

 at the Clubhouse

We ah yT .y ..B

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
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This is our call box and it is located at the main gate (St. Ives). All our 
residents are listed in the call box directory. 
The screen allows Vistors/vendors to view an alphabetic listing of all the 
residents names and their directory numbers/code. 

In order for them to enter,  the visitor/vendor  must press the button with the 
icon of a phone receiver (     ) then the 3 digit directory number/code, the 

system will automatically call you at the phone number you provide. (Your phone number will 
never be displayed). 

Opening the gate
When you receive the call, you may talk to the visitor for a few seconds and decide if you want to 
let them in.  To open the gate, press “9” on your phone and it will open the gate, or hang up to 
disconnect.  

Remember,  you can give your vistors and the vendors the directory number/code ahead of 
time to save time, avoid delay and prevent back up at the gate. 

The Call Box

Request From Our 
Sanitation Men 

Please use brown bags or pails   for your landscape trash. 
Black plastic bags can't go             in the hopper with the 

landscaping cuttings. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 



book from the “chair” or the “recorder”.  No books are left at 

the club house.  Choose paint colors for your house from the 

book and proceed with completion of the ACC request form.

2. Pavers or painting of driveway needs samples or charts of 

what pavers will look like and driveway colors need selected 

from the paint book.

Applicat ions for  any and al l  3. Fencing or landscaping needs drawings or diagrams 

improvements or changes to the exterior of a home or its attached to the request showing how work will be done in 

grounds must be submitted to the ACC for review and relation to your house and set backs.  No wooden or vinyl 

approval, as provided for in the Community Documents or fencing is permitted.  Only black or green chain link fences 

Covenants.  These applications and permits do not cost you can be approved.

anything, but if you do not apply for them, you can be fined 4. If removing a tree please take a photograph and attach to 

$1,000.00. the request and tell us of what you intend to use as a 

The examples listed below are only some of the things that replacement.  Remember to check for county requirements to 

require a permit.  Remember anything done other than replace trees.

mowing, trimming trees and plants, power washing 5. For flag pole requests please take a photo or make a 

driveways, sidewalks and gutters need a permit.  If you have drawing of the location where the pole will go noting the 

any questions about something needing a permit just call me height and lighting you intend to use.

(352-293-3234) or any other member of the ACC committee. 6. Changes to driveways or walks need drawings or 

ACC applications are available in the lobby of the Pristine diagrams showing us the changes you intend to make.

Place Clubhouse.  Applications must be completed in full 7. Screenings for your pool, lanai and spa areas need 

and accompanied by samples of materials to be used and drawings and color charts.  You can attach a photo or drawing 

drawings or photo's to help explain your project. showing the area and how you plan to screen.

Applications may be submitted anytime up to the start of the 8. Gutters need color and style, including downspouts 

regularly scheduled monthly meeting by placing them in the locations.

mailbox labeled ACC in the lobby of the Pristine Place 9. Attic fans need drawing of the location.

Clubhouse or handed to any ACC member.  The ACC meets 10. Garage door or garage door screens need color and photo 

on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm.  Any of door/or screening choice.

application received after that time will be held until the next 11. Irrigation wells need drawing of location in relation to 

monthly meeting. your yard/house.

If approved, the ACC will issue a Pristine Place Building 12. Curbing needs color/style along with drawings showing 

Permit.  This permit is to be posted where it is clearly visible where it will be placed in your yard.

from the street.  If a Hernando County Permit is required, 13. Satellite dish must be mounted on rear or side of house.

posting of the ACC Permit can be near to it.  The ACC Permit 14. Antennas must be approved as to placement on the 

must be completed and returned to the ACC within three days house/attach a photo or drawing of where you want to put it.

following the completion of the approved work.  This is done 15. Skylights or solar panels including pool heater need 

by placing the ACC permit in the ACC mailbox in the club location, drawings, color.

house or returning it to any member of the ACC.  All 16. Water softener needs location where it will be installed.

completed approved work is subject to inspection by a 17. POD's need approval.

member of the ACC. 18. Children's gym sets, play sets and trampolines need to 

Work must start within 60 days following the issuance of an show a picture or drawing of placement in your yard.

ACC permit.  Work should be completed within 90 days of 19. Basketball nets need to show a picture of placement 

the issuance of the permit.  New home and major additions showing where in your driveway you want to locate the net.

are not subject to the completion requirement.  If work is not This list shows only some examples ….. if you have any 

started or completed during these periods, a one time questions, need any clarifications, contact any ACC member 

extension of 45 days may be requested in writing.  If work is for help.  Be sure to complete the ACC request form for 

not completed during these periods an extension is not permission to do projects and get them in the box by the 

granted, the Permit is void and a new application must be second Wednesday of each month so your approval can be 

submitted. granted.  Once your project is complete return the request to 

Examples requiring ACC approval and necessary paper the Club house ACC box nothing on the form your project is 

work required are as follows: completed and the date.

1.  Any exterior painting must follow the “Procedure for Thank you for your continued adherence to the rules and 

Selecting and Approval of Home Paint Colors.” Get the paint regulations established for Pristine Place.

ARCHITECTURAL 
CONTROL 

COMMITTEE
Carl Pletcher 
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EXTERIOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Winter has officially arrived, although it is difficult to tell the 
season when we are still having hot days.  Now is the time for 
making plans to clean and fix up your home.  The Holidays have 
passed and Spring will be here before you know it!  

Remember, the condition of your property affects the value of 
your property, as well as your neighbors.  Your home is a real 
estate investment that can appreciate or depreciate.  Take a good 
look at your home and yard.

Does it look clean, neat and well cared for?  OR……is it looking 
a “little tired”?

Is your house dirty and dingy, are your sidewalks dark, does your 
driveway have oil or grease from a car living on it?  Is what you 
see a good reflection of you and Pristine Place?  Maybe it is time 
for a power wash.

Is your yard mowed, weeded and edged on a regular schedule?  
OR.........could it use a little TLC (tender loving care)?

Is the roof covered with black mildew?  If not treated, the roof 
algae will reduce the life of a roof, diminish the home's curb 
appeal and make homes look prematurely old.  A clean and 
restored roof can improve property values.

The next time your drive towards your home; take a look at your 
mailbox.  How does yours look?  Is it clean and free of all mildew?  
Does the post, trim, mailbox, light and house number need 
repaired or painted?   First impressions can be lasting.  

Is your trash container concealed from view on non-pick up days?  
Please remember to be a good neighbor and make sure you 
position the trash container so it can not been seen by your 
neighbor except on the day it is to be picked up.  

Take care of your investment and be proud of your home and your 
community.

PET FRIENDLY COMMUNITY

Please remember to keep your pet on a leash when you let them 
out or walk them.  There have been some reported issues with 
pets running loose in the community.  Please also remember to 
pick up after your pets.

PRISTINE PLACE HOA
Mike Spall 

Greenacre Properties, Inc.
Community Manager

~ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED ~

! Volunteers needed with a golf cart if possible to 

help pick up garbage outside the gates.. once a 

week. If you can help please contact Carol Prible 

631-835-3055. 

! Volunteers needed for CERT, if we do not get 

volunteers there will be no CERT. CERT is in 

place if there is an emergency. Call Denis Reily 

at 835-3656. 

This is the time that we need our neighbors in our 

community to step up and give a hand to make this a nice 

place to live .. Your neighbors that have been doing it for 

years have stepped down. If you want to continue having 

the events for our children to go on we need help. if you 

want to see our community to stay looking good we need 

help picking up the garbage people throw out beyond the 

gate, I look forward to hearing from you we have over 

700 homes hear. I am hoping that we have some 

neighbors that CARE....

Computer Running Slow?

You probably have a virus.

Cracked Screen

on your Ipad or Phone?
I can fix most electronics 

very reasonably.

I also Create Web Sites
and Custom Programs.

Sal Rotella

352-232-1983
All major credit cards accepted!

4/17



Nobody’s
best friend
deserves

to be 

Here...

Please help pet overpopulation
Spay/Neuter your pet.

TEEN
COMMUNITY 

SERVICES
Kim Whitaker

Name Age Service

Kimberly D’Ambrosia 17 Babysitting 

352-684-5257

Molly Campbell 16 Dog Walking and

352-232-0927 Watering/Caring for plants

Danielle Daly 16 Babysitting *CPR Certified*                              

352-684-6243        Dog Walking 

Sarah Majka 18 Dog Walking and

352-688-2898 Watering/Caring for plants

Priscilla Marquez 19 Babysitting, Dog Walking &

813-454-5115 Dog Sitting

Tyler Morgis 16 Weed Pulling & Dog Walking

352-584-9931

Paige Pfent 16 Babysitting (Certified in 

352-556-3076 CPR, First-Aid & AED) 
and Dog Walking

Any Pristine Place teen interested in providing services which 
include babysitting, dog walking, weed pulling, lawn care, 
etc. please contact Kim Whitaker at 352-688-2898 to have 
your name and number listed in the bulletin. 

Pg 14
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A Name You’ve Trusted For Over 30 Years! 

3320 Middlesex Drive    Spring Hill, FL  34607

TERMITE ALERT!

December - April
Termites Are Here & Swarming

is Peak Termite Season

LAWN
SPRAYING 

GUARANTEED
Insect & Weed Control

Every Other Month

$49
up to 5000 sq. ft.

RESIDENTIAL 
PEST CONTROL

Most Hernando
County Homes

EVERY 
3 MONTHS

$64
up to 2400 sq. ft.

Free 

Esti
mates

If You See Termites Or Think You Do, 
Call The Professionals To Protect Your Home.

352-683-7300 Toll Free 866-327-1566

Residential Pest Control by:

11/17

With Coupon   Exp. 4/30/17   PN
Not Good With Any Other Offer

4/17
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whetstone or file. To ensure that you don't miss any part of 
the blade, use a dark marker to color the blade, and sharpen 
until all the color is gone. 

Florida-Friendly Landscaping Practices
Pruning Crape Myrtles

Use slow-release fertilizers that nourish your plants longer. 
Crape myrtles are beautiful plants found in many yards, Over-fertilizing makes plants grow faster. The result? 
but some homeowners aren't sure how to properly prune More pests, more pruning, more mowing. 
them.

Install a rain shut-off device to prevent your automatic 
Generally speaking, crape myrtles require little pruning, irrigation system from watering when it's raining. 
though removing spent flowers and dried fruits can 

Apply pesticides only when necessary. improve appearance. Remove no more than twelve inches 
from the branch tips for best results. Let a rain gauge tell you how much water Mother Nature 

has provided. You should remove any "suckers" that develop along the 
main stem or roots. You can also thin out small, twiggy Mulch should be applied three inches deep to provide 
growth within the canopy to create better air circulation weed control, water conservation and other benefits. Don't 
and prevent the disease powdery mildew. allow the mulch to come in contact with the stems of your 

plants. Use mulch made from by-products or recycled If you need to improve the plant's shape or form, prune 
sources such as pine bark or melaleuca. your crape myrtles just before new leaves emerge in the 

spring. Avoid annual or frequent hard pruning, which can Tolerate a few pests so beneficial organisms have 
ruin your crape myrtle’s natural form and can reduce the something to eat and will stay around to work for you. 
number of flowers. Replace broken or defective sprinklers and make sure you 
Unfortunately, many homeowners and landscape match flow rates. 
professionals prune crape myrtle trees too severely, a Mowing your lawn at 3" to 4" encourages it to develop 
practice commonly known as topping or "crape murder." deeper roots and out compete weeds. 
This is not only unnecessary, but damages the tree and 

Create habitat for wildlife by providing food, water and could even shorten its life.
cover. 

Getting Your Tools Ready for Spring
Leave clippings on the lawn to recycle nutrients and 

This is a great time to clean up and fix up, before plants reduce waste in our landfill. 
really get growing. Start by taking stock of your equipment. 

Iron will green-up your lawn without encouraging Remove any equipment that is beyond repair or isn't useful 
excessive growth. in your garden. Next, check each type of tool and perform 

maintenance on them. Always select the right plant for the right place.

Shovels, Spades, and Hoes Florida-friendly pesticides include insecticidal soaps, 
horticultural oils and B.T. (Dipel, Thuricide). Begin by cleaning all soil and residue off the tools using a 

wire brush. Once the tools are clean, wipe them down with What to Plant Now 
WD-40 and an old rag. If there's rust on any of your metal 

Bedding Plants: Plants that perform better in the cooler 
tools, soak them in white vinegar for several hours to help 

months include petunias, pansies, verbena, dianthus, 
release the rust. Be sure to check the wooden handles. If the 

strawflower, and lobelia. Protect the plants from frosts and 
wood has splintered, give the handle a light sanding with 

freezing temperatures. 
sandpaper, then rub the wood with linseed oil.

Bulbs: Many bulbs can be planted now. Provide adequate 
For a quick and easy way to store spades and trowels, find a 

water to establish and protect the bulbs from cold weather 
small bucket. Combine a half quart of motor oil and sand in 

with mulch. Some bulbs to try are Amazon Lily, crinum, 
the bucket. Storing garden tools in this will clean and 

and agapanthus. 
condition them. When you remove a tool, wipe it clean 

Azaleas: With azaleas in full bloom this month, now is a with a cloth.
great time to select varieties to add to the landscape. 

Pruners and Shears
Vegetables: Begin planting warm season crops this month. 

Spray WD-40 at the joints of pruners and shears and check 
Beans, peppers, cucumbers, tomatoes and squash can be 

the blades. If the blades are sticky, use alcohol to clean 
started while temperatures are cool.

them. Once the blades are clean, sharpen them with a 

THE GREEN THUMB
Ken Thomas

Hernando County 
Master Gardener

con’t. on page 17
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con’t. from page 16 NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

Virginia Gange, Chairperson
Angela Murphy Co-Chairperson

There have 1 incident to report from the Sheriff Dept:

2016-37864  12/29/2016 08:05 AM  ARMED 

BURGLARY CONVEYANCE  12 /28/2016   

12/29/2016  13170 CORI LOOP  SPRING HILL  Dist 

2-Zone 5  --  

I would like to remind all residents that if you see a street 

lamp out to please give me a call with either the number 

on the pole or the nearest home address.  We will call it in 

to the electric company. My phone number is 516-697-

6095
thOn December 26 ,2016 an incident occurred where a kid 

jumped out of a car and ran up to a resident house, rang 

the doorbell and then got back in a tan or light color 

Honda Accord and sped away.  Please if this should 

happen again, I would appreciate you letting me know so 

we can be on the look-out when patrolling.

Now that the weather is cooler and we notice more 

people out walking or riding, please remember to follow 

some basic safety tips:

 If walking at night please wear bright colors.

 Don't drown out your surroundings by playing your                 

device volume too loud.

 Don't be distracted while walking by talking on cell  

phone or texting.

 Walk dogs on a short leash.

These are just a few suggestions if you would like more 

information, please visiting www.cdc.gov .

If you have not had your house number painted on your 

curb and would like to have it done, please contact Carol 

and Rich Ruland at 352-684-2628.  The cost for this 

service is $15

Remember if you see something suspicious please call 

the Sheriff non-emergency number at 352-754-6830. 

As always  “Be Safe Out there”

Virginia Gange

Chairperson
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February's Landscaping Tips

Roses should be pruned this month to remove damaged 
canes and improve the overall form. After pruning, fertilize 
and apply a fresh layer of mulch. Blooming will begin 
eight to nine weeks after pruning. 

Check for aphids on your annuals. Control with soapy 
water or insecticidal soap. 

Immediately apply a pre-emergent herbicide to your lawn 
if you failed to do so the last week of January. Pre-emergent 
herbicides such as Balan, Barricade, Dacthal, or Halts will 
reduce crabgrass and carpetgrass. 

Do not, do not, do not fertilize your lawn now. 

Now is the time to fertilize shrubs. Spread fertilizer evenly 
over the soil surface and water in. Follow with a fresh layer 
of mulch, which will conserve moisture and reduce weeds.

Free Landscaping Courses

February 8  - To Sod or Not To Sod

February 22 - Spring Vegetable Gardening

Call the University of Florida's Hernando County 
Extension Office at 352 754-4433 for times and locations 
of these free courses.

Happy Gardening!

Salvatore Rotella, Jr.Salvatore Rotella, Jr.
Mobile Public Notary    Paralegal

I fill out any type of form!
No Fault Divorce (no children)     Wedding

Simple Wills     Power of Attorney     Disability

Salvatore Rotella, Jr.Salvatore Rotella, Jr.

352-232-1983352-232-1983
All major credit cards accepted!
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The 

Home Improvements
and Remodeling

352-442-0554

We Also Do: Window Cleaning,
Pressure Washing, Dryer Vent Cleaning

20+ years exp.

NataleWoodworks@gmail.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Licenced & Insured

4/17

WOODWORKS
100$

00

Any Job Over $1000.00

Must mention ad 

at time of estimate

OFF
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           AUTO ACCIDENT?   
                         SLIP & FALL?

  
           AUTO ACCIDENT?   
                         SLIP & FALL?

H&K Building, 15316 Cortez Blvd. Spring Hill/ BrooksvilleH&K Building, 15316 Cortez Blvd. Spring Hill/ Brooksville

352-597-0009352-597-0009352-597-0009
FREE CONSULTATION. CALL NOW!

   

HOLLIDAY  KARATINOS
Law Firm PLLC

HOLLIDAY  KARATINOS
Law Firm PLLC

Personal Injury Attorneys

HOLLIDAY KARATINOSLaw Firm P.L.

352-597-0009352-597-0009352-597-0009
FREE CONSULTATION. CALL NOW!

   www.helpinginjuredpeople.com 
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